




OPENING OF THE SESSION 
 
1. The Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) held its Twenty-sixth Session and a 
Symposium on Fish Utilization in the Asia-Pacific Region from 24 to 30 September 1998 at the 
Beijing Continental Grand Hotel, Beijing, People’s Republic of China.  The Session was attended 
by the representatives of sixteen Members of the Commission and by observers from the 
Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC).  A list of the delegates and 
observers is attached as Appendix A. 
 
2. At the official opening of the Session, the Commission was welcomed by the Chairman of 
APFIC, Mr. Zhuo Youzhan, Director-General of the Bureau of Fisheries, People’s Republic of 
China.  He informed the Commission that China attached great importance to the restructuring of 
the fishery sector; priority was assigned to aquaculture and to a new fishery development policy, 
based on the principle of market economy.  This had contributed to a rapid growth of the sector.  
China now ranks first in world fishery production, with a total of 36 million tons in 1997.  Inspite 
of these achievements, China has experienced many problems such as the depletion of coastal 
fishery resources, water pollution, fish diseases and wastage of bycatch.  The Director-General 
was convinced that the FAO/DFID Expert Consultation on Bycatch Utilization in Tropical 
Fisheries and the Symposium on Fish Utilization in the Asia-Pacific Region organized in 
conjunction with this Session had provided useful strategies for addressing these problems.  He 
recommended that the pressing issues of marine fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific 
region be addressed by APFIC in its future workplan.  In closing, he expressed the hope that all 
delegates of the region would continue to support APFIC to enable it to promote effective 
regional fisheries development. 
 
3. In his opening remarks, Mr. Moritaka Hayashi, Assistant Director-General (Fisheries) of 
FAO, expressed FAO's sincere appreciation to the People's Republic of China, on behalf of Dr. 
Jacques Diouf, the Director-General of FAO, for hosting the Session and for its generous 
hospitality. 
 
4. Mr. Hayashi pointed out the critical role played by fisheries in the food security and 
economies of the Asia-Pacific region.  He underlined, however, that many fish stocks are 
overexploited and that there are already signs of depletion.  In order to promote responsible and 
sustainable fisheries, regional fishery bodies such as APFIC should play a significant role in 
regional cooperation among the Members. 
 
5. Implementation of international instruments such as UNCLOS and the FAO Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries requires close cooperation among the countries that utilize the 
same fishery resources.  APFIC, with a long history of operation, is a mechanism that Members 
could utilize effectively for their mutual benefit in conserving and managing their fisheries 
resources, thus reinforcing individual and collective self-reliance.  Mr. Hayashi urged the 
Members to participate actively in the work of the Commission and emphasized that the 
effectiveness of the Commission depends on a clear political commitment by its Members.  He 
confirmed that FAO will continue to assist regional fishery bodies, particularly APFIC, while they 
are being restructured and strengthened. 
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APFIC and other international and regional organizations or programmes concerned with 
fisheries and marine affairs, in order to avoid the duplication of effort and wastage of 
development assistance funds. 

 
37. The need for adequate funding for an enhanced role of APFIC was generally recognized.  
Whilst some delegations felt that APFIC’s role should be strengthened, others recalled that this 
would depend on the availability of funds.  The Commission referred to its discussion at the 
Twenty-fifth Session in 1996 on three possible options for financial contributions by its Members.  
Several delegations were not prepared at the present Session to support Option 1: mandatory 
annual contributions from the Members.  However, many expressed their support in principle for 
Option 2: voluntary contributions to a trust fund for implementing specific projects, and Option 3: 
provision of travel expenses by the Members for their representatives at sessions of APFIC 
Committees and working parties/groups. 

 
38. To facilitate its further consideration of this important matter, the Commission agreed that 
an Ad hoc Legal and Financial Working Group be established.  It agreed further that the 
Working Group should develop a self-sustaining financial mechanism under which APFIC would 
operate and manage its affairs more effectively, taking into account the economic conditions of 
the Members.  The Working Group should recommend the possible scheme and scale of 
contributions, legal and institutional arrangements, financial regulations of APFIC and priority 
programmes that respond to the needs of the Members and do not duplicate the work of other 
fishery bodies in the region. 

 
39. The Commission was advised by the FAO Fisheries Department that the Organization 
would endeavor to provide support to ensure the continuation of APFIC.  However, a specific 
amount could not be committed. The Commission was reminded that APFIC belonged to the 
Members and that FAO’s role was that of a facilator and coordinator.  It was hoped that the 
Members would increase their efforts to support the work of APFIC and thus demonstrate their 
confidence in the Commission. 

 
40. The Commission concurred with the proposal of the Assistant Director-General for 
Fisheries of FAO concerning the schedule of work of the Ad hoc Working Group.  The 
Secretariat will prepare a questionnaire for circulation to the Members by the end of October 
1998; responses should be returned to the Secretariat before 15 December 1998.  The 
Secretariat will prepare a preliminary report based on the analysis of the questionnaire by January 
1999.  An informal meeting of the APFIC Members who attend the 23rd Session of the FAO 
Committee on Fisheries (COFI) will be held in Rome in February 1999 to prepare for the first 
meeting of the Ad hoc Working Group, tentatively scheduled to be held at the FAO Regional 
Office in Bangkok about five months after the COFI session.  It was agreed that this Ad hoc 
Working Group should be open-ended, with all Members of APFIC invited to participate. 
 
MERGER OF BOBC AND APFIC 
 
41. The Commission was informed that the Committee for the Development and 
Management of Fisheries in the Bay of Bengal (BOBC) of the Indian Ocean Fishery Commission 
(IOFC), at its Tenth Session (New Delhi, India, 24-25 September 1997), had discussed options 
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for its future role in view of the forthcoming abolition of the IOFC.  The Bay of Bengal 
Committee agreed by consensus that it should be merged into APFIC.  IOFC therefore 
requested the Commission to consider the merging of BOBC into APFIC, which was also 
recommended by the Executive Committee at its Sixty-seventh Session. 
 
42. As the Members of BOBC, except the Maldives, are also Members of APFIC, there 
would be no fundamental change in the structure or the programme of activities of APFIC when 
BOBC is merged into APFIC.  The issues, specific to the Bay of Bengal area, could be 
addressed by establishing an ad hoc working group, if and when needed. 
 
43. The Commission considered this request and endorsed the recommendation of the 
Executive Committee to merge BOBC into APFIC.  It requested the Secretariat to take the 
necessary action to ensure that the Director-General of FAO be informed of the Commission’s 
endorsement with a view to submission thereof to the FAO Governing Bodies for approval. 
 
44. All Members commended BOBC for its valuable contribution to fisheries development 
and management in the Bay of Bengal. 
 
APFIC SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
 
45. The Commission recalled that over the fifty years of its existence APFIC had relied very 
much on a number of technical committees and working parties.  These bodies had evolved over 
the years to meet the new challenges which arose with time as fisheries grew in importance with 
the growth of world population. 
 
46. The Commission noted that Resolution 13/97 of the Twenty-ninth Session of the 
Conference of FAO (Rome, 7-18 November 1997), “Review of FAO Statutory Bodies”, 
recommended that APFIC should abolish its four existing Working Parties.  The Commission 
noted further that this directive was also addressed to a great number of global and regional 
bodies listed in Annex B of the Resolution. 
 
47. The Commission recognized, however, that the Resolution allowed the establishment of 
ad hoc working groups of experts with well-defined terms of reference and a definite time frame. 
 
48. The Commission abolished its four Working Parties.  
 
49. The Commission identified emerging issues in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors in the 
region.  These included: 
 

• collection, dissemination and exchange of fishery information and statistics; 
• sustainable development of inland capture fisheries and aquaculture; 
• assessment of fish stocks and trends in production; 
• development of suitable fishing gear and methods that are not harmful to aquatic 

habitats and minimize by-catch and wastage; 
• cooperative programmes on management of transboundary fish stocks, fishery 

monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS), and prevention of marine pollution; and 
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• improvement of quality assurance of fish products and harmonizing of fish trade 
policy. 

 
50. The Commission agreed to establish three ad hoc working groups of experts to address 
the following issues: 
 

a) Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Food Safety; 
 

b) Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Capture Fishery Data Collection; and 
 

c) Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Rural Aquaculture . 
 
The terms of reference for these Working Groups are set forth in Appendix E. 

 
51. The Commission encouraged its Members to participate actively in the work of the ad 
hoc working groups of experts.  It also urged the Members to provide resources, which might be 
supplemented by FAO, for these activities. 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
(a) APFIC Regional Fishery Cooperative Programme 
 
52. In regard to the need to promote regional cooperation, the Commission was informed 
that the Secretariat had followed up the directive of the last Session and had prepared three 
regional cooperative projects for consideration. For the implementation of these projects, APFIC 
would provide the regional inputs and the participating countries would contribute through their 
national activities.  These projects are: 
 

• APFIC Information Network 
• Fisheries Management Frameworks in the Bay of Bengal 
• Status of Fishery Resources and their Exploitation in the Yellow Sea 

 
53. As previously agreed, the Secretariat prepared a project proposal for the Information 
Network as set forth in Appendix F.  The proposal was endorsed by the Commission, with a 
request that the Secretariat contact APFIC Members to determine their interest in participation.  
 
54. Although it was not possible at this stage to agree on national financing for the project, the 
Commission endorsed the project proposal for the study on fisheries management frameworks in 
the Bay of Bengal (Appendix G).  With respect to activities in the Yellow Sea (Appendix H), it 
was agreed that the coastal states would consider possible areas of cooperation and would 
communicate their suggestions to the APFIC Secretariat for further action. 
 
(b) Consultation on the Management of Fishing Capacity, Shark Fisheries and the Incidental 

Catch of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries 
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55. The Commission was informed that, pursuant to initiatives taken at the 22nd Session of 
COFI, FAO followed up the organization of a Consultation on the Management of Fishing 
Capacity, Shark Fisheries and the Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries.  It had been 
agreed that the Management of Fishing Capacity would be covered by an international instrument 
while draft plans of action were being prepared for the other issues.  All three issues would be 
discussed at a Consultation to be held in Rome from 26-30 October 1998.  The Commission 
was further informed that, as a follow-up to the COFI discussions on the issue of eco-labeling, 
the COFI Sub-Committee on Fish Trade, at its Sixth Session held in Bremen, Germany, 3-6 
June 1998, had proposed the holding of a Technical Consultation on the Feasibility of Developing 
Non-discriminatory Technical Guidelines for Eco-labeling of Products from Marine Capture 
Fisheries. The Consultation will be held in Rome from 21-23 October 1998. APFIC Members 
were encouraged to participate actively in both consultations. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
56. The Republic of the Philippines and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam were unanimously 
elected Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Commission respectively. 
 
57. Sri Lanka and Japan were unanimously elected to serve as members of the Executive 
Committee, in addition to the outgoing Chairman (People’s Republic of China). 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION 
 
58. The Commission accepted with great pleasure the offer of the Republic of the Philippines 
to host the Twenty-seventh Session in 2000.  The exact date and place of the Session will be 
decided by the Director-General of FAO in consultation with the Chairman and the authorities of 
the host country. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 
59. The report of the Session was adopted on 30 September 1998. 
 
60. Closing the Session, Mr. Zhuo Youzhan, the outgoing Chairman of APFIC, expressed 
his appreciation to Mr. Moritaka Hayashi, Assistant Director-General for Fisheries of FAO and 
Mr. N. Rama Rao, Vice-Chairman, as well as the distinguished delegates for their active 
participation and support to the Session.  He also thanked the members of the Secretariat for 
their contributions to the successful conclusion of the Session. 
 
61. The Chairman stressed that, whilst the APFIC Members had different political, cultural, 
economic and technical backgrounds, they shared the same goal of promoting sustainable 
fisheries development and management.  The present Session had provided an excellent 
opportunity to discuss common fishery concerns and exchange views among the Members.  He 
emphasized that APFIC could continue to play a significant role in strengthening regional 
cooperation in fishery management. 
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62. The incoming Chairman, Dr. Arsenio Camacho of the Philippines, thanked the APFIC 
Members for their unanimous support of his election.  He emphasized that the Republic of the 
Philippines is proud to be a Member of APFIC and assured the Commission of the Philippines’ 
commitment and confirmed support to APFIC as it moved into the next century.  Recalling that 
APFIC was formulated in the Philippines, he thanked the Commission for its decision to hold the 
next session in the Philippines. 


