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AS A-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION

Summary Report of the APFIC Special Session
Rome, Italy, 17 February 1999

INTRODUCTION

1. In accordance with the Commission’s decision at its Twenty-sixth Session (Beijing,
People’s Republic of China, 24-30 September 1998), a Specia Informal Session of the Asia-
Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) was held on 17 February 1999 at FAO Headquarters,
Rome. Representatives from 12 Member States of the Commission participated. A list of
participants is given in Appendix B.

2. The Commission adopted the Agenda presented in  Appendix A. A list of the
documents placed before the Commission is given in Appendix C.

3. The Meeting was chaired by Ms Maria Luisa B. Gavino from the Republic of the
Philippines and the FAO Secretariat served as Rapporteur.

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS AND
DIRECTIVES OF THE COMMISSION

4, The APFIC Secretary informed the Commission on action taken during October 1998
to February 1999. Three Ad hoc technical Working Groups of Experts were established to
discuss issues concerning food safety, capture fishery data collection and rural aguaculture.
The Working Groups shall meet at the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in
Bangkok, Thailand, in March, September and October 1999 respectively. Their reports will
be submitted to the APFIC Executive Committee at its Sixty-eighth Session in March 2000
for further consideration.

5. The endorsement by the Commission on the merger of the Committee for the
Development and Management of Fisheriesin the Bay of Bengal (BOBC) of the Indian Ocean
Fishery Commission (IOFC) was submitted to the Director-Genera of FAO. The IOFC shall
discuss and decide on its future at the Eleventh Session.

6. The preparation for the Twenty-seventh Session of APFIC and the APFIC Symposium
on Fisheries 2000 are in progress, in close consultation with the Host Government and FAO.

AD HOC LEGAL AND FINANCIAL WORKING GROUP

7. The Commission considered the proposed terms of reference of the Ad hoc Legal and
Financial Working Group of APFIC, established by the Commission at its Twenty-sixth
Session. The Commission agreed on the following terms of reference:

@ to formulate programmes of actions to be implemented by APFIC for the short and
medium terms;



(b) to review the extent of financial contributions that could be provided by Member
States, taking into account the methods of assessment adopted by other international and
regional organizations;

(© to formulate the draft financial regulations of APFIC if it decides to move towards
autonomy with support from its Members (either full or in part) for consideration by the
Finance Committee of FAO; and

(d) to review current agreements and procedures, and propose amendments necessary to
facilitate effective functioning of APFIC.

8. The Commission was further informed that the Secretariat has prepared a
questionnaire on future direction and submitted to the Members for consideration. Sixty
percent of returns were received to date. The Members were encouraged to return the
guestionnaires in order to assess their views on the future direction of APFIC for further
consideration by the Ad hoc Legal and Financial Working Group.

9. In discussing the future direction of APFIC, the delegate of Australia emphasized the
need to reorient the future role of APFIC as there were many technical regiona organizations
already established in the region. APFIC should play a coordinating role between FAO and
these regional bodies on issues concerning fisheries management and international
instruments in the region. It should organize annual meetings on the state of fisheries and
aquaculture in Asia and the Pacific and present the regional issues to the global forum such as
the Committee on Fisheries.

10.  The delegate of Thailand further suggested that APFIC's work programme should
emphasize on regiona or sub-regional issues of common interest. The Commission should
serve as a coordinating body in transferring and exchanging technologies and capacity
development as well as assisting the Members on current issues in world fisheries. In this
connection, the delegate of Australia suggested that APFIC should be able to foresee
potential activities in a response to fast changing fisheries and to develop strategic plans to
assist the Members on these issues.

11.  The delegate of France indicated its continued interest in the region and suggested that
APFIC should actively serve as a coordinating body in fisheries in the region. Reference was
made on the abundance of tunas in the region to which such coordinating body is needed.

12. The APFIC Secretary expressed appreciation on the advice and suggestions given by
the Members and informed the Commission that these matters would be actively pursued by
the Ad hoc Working Group which would meet in Bangkok in early July 1999.

13. The Commission reviewed and approved the workplan of the Ad hoc Legal and
Financial Working Group as proposed by the Secretariat.

14. In closing, the Chairperson of the Session ad the Secretary of APFIC conveyed
appreciation to all participants for their cooperation and advice which were essential in
strengthening APFIC to face its new challenges in near future.



Appendix A
AGENDA
Opening of the Session
Adoption of the Agenda

Progress report on the implementation of the decisions and directives of the
Commission

Terms of reference and Workplan of the Ad hoc Legal and Financial Working Group

Any other matters
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Appendix C

LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Provisional Agenda

Progress Report on the Implementation of the Decisions and
Directives of the Commission

Future Direction of APFIC

Terms of Reference of the Ad hoc Legal and Financial Working
Group

Workplan of the Ad hoc Legal ard Financial Working Group
Provisional List of Documents
Provisional List of Participants

Report of the Twenty-sixth Session of the Asia-Pacific Fishery
Commission

APFIC: Its Evolution, Achievements and Future Direction



Appendix D
WORKPLAN FOR 1999-2000

The questionnaire on future direction of APFIC was submitted to all Member States
on 9 November 1998 to evaluate the future role of the Commission as required by its
Members (Annex 1 of document APFIC/99/2). The analysis on the responses
received would form the basis for discussion on the future operation of APFIC,
including inter alia its area of competence, functions, priority areas of activities,
APFIC subsidiary bodies, contributions by Members, etc. The report on the future
direction of APFIC will be prepared and submitted to Member States for consideration
upon finalization of the return of the questionnaires by the Members.

The Meeting of the Ad ho Legal and Financial Working Group shall be convened by
the Secretariat at the FAO Regiona Office for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok,
Thailand, from 6 to 8 July 1999. The Working Group shall discuss the future
programmes of APFIC, in the light of recent development and international
instruments and arrangements in the region; membership; tentative scheme and scale
of voluntary contributions from Members in support to the activities of the
Commission as well as future support by FAO; financial regulations and possible
amendments of the APFIC Agreement and Rules of Procedure to ensure effective
implementation of activities as well as any other matters as recommended by the
Working Group.

All Member States shall be invited to participate at the meeting of the Working Group
as directed by the Commission at the Twenty-sixth Session. The expenses of the
delegates however, shall be determined and paid by their respective governments as
stipulated in Article VII1.1 of the APFIC Agreement.

The Chairman of the Commission shall serve as the Chairman of the Ad hoc Working
Group. He shall be assisted by alegal expert and other experts as required.

The report of the Working Group shall be submitted to the APFIC Executive
Committee for consideration prior to its Sixty-eighth Session, scheduled to be held at
the FAO Regiona Office for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok in March 2000. The
recommendations of the Executive Committee shall be forwarded to all Member
States for consideration and further discussion at the Twenty-seventh Session of
APFIC, to be held in the Philippines in November 2000.

Due to the current financial constraint, further comments and suggestions from the
Members prior to the Twenty-seventh Session should be communicated to the
Secretariat through correspondence, unless alditional fund could be secured for the
Second Meeting of the Ad hoc Working Group in the 1999-2000 biennium.
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